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Dear Paul 


ising scientific endeavors in the various fields 
jraphy sponsored by U, S. Governmental and non- 
;al agencies could, when conducted in sensitive 
is, give rise to international incidents and/or 
d.th reconnaissance operations in the same areas 
j under the cognizance of the 303 Committee, 


As an example, the current oceanographic operations being 
Carried out by the Research Vessel HUNT in the Sea of 
Japan, while being conduct, d at a reasonably safe distance 
from North Korea, conceivably could complicate the PUEBLO 
situation. The R/V HUNT does not come under the direct 
supervision of either the Joint Reconnaissance Center (JRC 
or the Chief of Naval Op. rations. 


Another example is the roe -t-jy concluded Bering Strait 
oceanographic operation conducted by the U. S. Coast 
Guard's HORTlIWiND, M. though KORTITNIND* s voyage similarly 
was conducted outside of Soviet territorial waters , an 
unfortunate intrusion at this time would have been most 
untimely „ 


m-r, it would 

0 the same prior 
■air nance 

1 so seem advis- 
Li’on with planned 
, as the two may 


In view of the pot ere* ini rishs 
seem prudent to subject these o 
scrutiny as is now given to mil 
operations in sensitive areas, 
able to assess those operations 
military operations in the are' 
interact „ 


The Honorable 

Paul Nitre 
Dept. 1 1 
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A con vc. a lent way of accomplishing such, a review would be 
to include projected oceanographic and. Coast Guard 
operations in the monthly schedule prepared by the Joint 
Recormaxssance Center „ While some of the operations in 
question, including those of the Coast Guard, are not 
under tne jurisdiction of D0D, we weald hope that the 
authorities couaoroed would be wilJ.ing to follow this 
procedure and v:ou Id . in fact see edva it age in having an 
informed assco.-..ie :e of the. risks involved in a particular 
operation.* To preclude mi s and or s t a. n ding as to the purely 
scientific nature of these operations, the format for 
their inclusion in the JRC schedule could be carefully 
devised to ruoxntain a clear distinction between scientific, 
and reconnaissance activities. 

If you see merit in this suggestion, I suggest that the 
appropriate officers in our two departments be instructed 
to develop a more precise proposal. 

Sincerely, 


/ 

v ' - :. 

Charles E* Bohlen 
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